Changes in the coagulation of blood during resection of the abdominal aorta.
In 33 patients, a significant fall in the fibrinogen level occurred during an operation to replace the abdominal aorta by a bifurcated prosthesis. There was a similar, but less marked, fall in the fibrinogen level of ten patients having a femoropopliteal vein bypass. A concomitant drop in the plasma plasminogen value was also found. Results of specific laboratory tests for intravascular clotting and activation of fibrinolysis were negative. This suggests that fibrinogen may be removed by physical means. The fall in fibrinogen was so low in some patients that the routine administration of a conventional dosage of heparin could be dangerous.